BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON

In the Matter of the joint application ) Application No. NG 0037
of NorthWestern Corporation, D/ B/ A )

Nort hWestern Energy, Sioux Falls, South )

Dakot a; Babcock & Brown | nfrastructure )

Limted, BBl US Holdings Pty Ltd., ) ASSESSMENT ORDER

Sydney NSW 2000, Australia; BBl US ) NO. HSD- 004

Hol dings Il Corp. and BBl d acier )

Corp., San Francisco, California, for )

approval of proposed change of control )

of NorthWestern Corporation. ) Ent ered: Cctober 31, 2006
BY THE COW SSI ON:

The Conmm ssion has received an invoice dated October 2, 2006,
from Harding, Shultz & Downs for costs associated with the above-
captioned docket, totaling $3,054.97. Commi ssion staff has revi enwed
the invoice and found it to conform to the Agreenent for the Base
Public Advocate Services dated Novenber 15, 2004, between the
Comm ssion and Harding, Shultz & Downs. Commi ssion staff recommends
the Conmi ssion approve assessnent of the expenses reflected on the
invoice from NorthWstern Corporation, d/b/a NorthWstern Energy
(Nort hWestern), pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. sec. 66-1840.

OPI NI ON A ND FI NDI NGS

Upon the recommendation of the Conmm ssion staff, the Conmm ssion
finds that assessnent from NorthWstern of the expenses reflected in
the above-nentioned invoice from Harding, Shultz & Downs should be
approved. The Conmmi ssion further finds that the Conm ssion should pay
the invoi ce upon recei pt of paynment by NorthWstern.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Conmission that the above-
nmenti oned assessnment is approved and hereby nade and that paynent of
the above-nentioned invoice be nade upon receipt of paynent by
Nor t hWest er n.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 31st day of Cctober,
2006.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
COWM SSI ONERS  CONCURRI NG

Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executi ve Director



